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PAGE 01 STATE 201376 
ORIGIN SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 R 

DRAFTED BY EA/ROC:DGBROWN:ARCK 

APPROVED BY EA:RWSULLIVAN 

EA/ROC H.J. FELDMAN 

PM/ISO - G.T. CHURCHILL 

PM/ISO - COL. CORDER 

EA/PRCM L. PASCOE 

S/S-0 - JTHYDEN 

018484 092215Z/73 

R 092032Z AUG 78 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY TAIPEI 

INFO CINCPAC HONOLULU HAWAII 

UE'CR/SECDEF WASHDC 

JCS WASHDC 

SECRET STATE 201376 

EXDIS, MILITARY ADDRESSEES TREAT AS SPECAT EXCLUSIVE 

E.O. 1 1652:GDS CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

TAGS: MILL PEPR. TW 

SUBJECT: FOOD CHAIN X PLANNING 
FOR AMBASSADOR FROM DAS SULLIVAN 
REFERENCE: (A) STATE 174283 
(B) TAIPEI 5025 

1 . IN VIEW OF UNCERTAINTY ABOUT THE PACE OF DEVELOPMENTS 
IN OUR CHINA POLICY, DEPT. IS STILL UNABLE TO FORESEE 

WITH ANY DEGREE OF CERTAINTY WHAT TYPE OF FOOD CHAIN EX- 
ERCISE MIGHT BE APPROPRIATE IN THE SPRING OF 1979. AS THE 
ROC WILL INDEED READ MUCH INTO THE TYPE OF PLANNING FOR 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 201376 

NEXT YEAR WE ARE PREPARED TO ENGAGE IN NOW, DEPT. BELIEVES 
THAT IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT NO DISCUSSIONS ON FOOD CHAIN X 
BE HELD WITH THE ROC UNTIL STATE AND DEFENSE HAVE CONCURRED 
JOINTLY IN THE GENERAL FRAMEWORK FOR THE PROPOSED EXERCISE. 

2. WE BELIEVE THAT THE MOST USEFUL MEANS OF PROCEEDING 
WOULD BE FOR TDC AND EMBASSY TO PROVIDE BY EARLY OCTOBER 
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A PROPOSED EXERCISE SCENARIO FOR STATE AND DEFENSE CON- 
SIDERATION. 

3. FOR MISSION’S IN-HOUSE PLANNING PURPOSES, THE MOST THAT 
THE DEPT. CAN STATE WITH SOME CERTAINTY IS THAT THE SCALE 

AND VISIBILITY OF FOOD CHAIN EXERCISE NEXT SPRING SHOULD 
BE LESS THAN FOOD CHAIN IX. IN KEEPING WITH THE REDUCED 
SCALE, THE NUMBER OF U.S. PARTICIPANTS, ON-AND-OFF-ISLAND, 

SHOULD BE REDUCED AND THERE SHOULD BE NO OFF-ISLAND 
FLAG RANK PARTICIPATION. CHRISTOPHER 


SECRET 
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